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   STAFF REPORT   
     
     
 
Report To:  Redevelopment Authority     Meeting Date:  June 2, 2016 
 
Staff Contact:  Lee Plemel, Community Development Director 
 
Agenda Title:  For Possible Action: To make a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors regarding the 
expenditure of up to $60,000 from the Fiscal Year 2016-17 Redevelopment Revolving Fund to support various 
special events in support of the Redevelopment District.  
 
Staff Summary:  Redevelopment annually funds special events from a portion of the Revolving Fund. The 
Redevelopment office has received a total of $40,800 in Arts and Culture Special Event funding requests and 
$9,000 in other Special Event funding requests. A total of $24,000 has tentatively been allocated in the FY 2016-
17 budget for Arts and Culture Special Events and $36,000 has tentatively been allocated for other Special 
Events. (Lee Plemel, lplemel@carson.org)  
 
Agenda Action:  Formal Action/Motion   Time Requested:  20 minutes 
 
 

Proposed Motion  
I move to approve and recommend that the Board of Supervisors authorize the expenditure of $24,000 from the 
Fiscal Year 2016-17 Redevelopment Revolving Fund to support various Arts and Culture special events as 
recommended by the Cultural Commission, and authorize $9,000 to support other special events as 
recommended by RACC as an expense incidental to the carrying out of the Redevelopment Plan that has been 
adopted by the Carson City Board of Supervisors, and based upon the findings that there is a causal connection 
between this redevelopment effort and the need for the expenses, the expenses are needed to ensure the 
success of the redevelopment plan and that the amount of the expenses to be given are minor in comparison to 
the money required for the overall redevelopment plan.  
 
Board’s Strategic Goal 
Economic Development 
 
Previous Action   
On May 2, 2016, the Redevelopment Authority Citizens Committee voted 7-0 to authorize $9,000 for the RSVP 
4th of July fireworks display. On May 3, 2016, the Cultural Commission voted 5-0 (1 absent, 1 abstension) to 
authorize $24,000 in funding to the applicants as described below and in the attached spreadsheet.  
 
Background/Issues & Analysis   
A total of $60,000 has been allocated in the FY 2016-17 Redevelopment budget for special events. Per 
Redevelopment Authority policy, 40% ($24,000) of the total funding is allocated to "Arts and Culture" special 
events, with the remaining 60% ($36,000) allocated to other special events. The Redevelopment policies state 
that Arts and Culture special events include performing arts, visual arts, and literary arts, and are generally 
events such as: 
 
 (a)  Theatrical productions;  
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 (b)  Music festivals or music event series involving coordination among multiple event sites or 
organized through an arts organization;  
 (c)  Art displays; or 
 (d)  Other events deemed to be Arts and Culture events as determined by the Director. 
 
Arts and Culture Special Event funding requests include: $5,500 from Brewery Arts Center (Levitt Amp Summer 
Concert Series), $6,000 from Carson City Arts Initiative (CCAI Season Events), $8,000 from Mile High Jazz Band 
(Jazz & Beyond Music), and $21,300 from La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow Committee (La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow).  
 
Other Special Event funding requests include only one application: $9,000 from NV Rural Counties RSVP 
Program, Inc. (4th of July Celebration). In past years, RSVP has submitted applications for three events 
throughout the year. This year, they have only requested funding for the one event, which is a primary reason 
the RACC recommends funding the full requested amount. The RACC also recommended that the applicant seek 
additional sponsorship funding, and suggested that the City should consider taking over the annual 4th of July 
fireworks display.  
 
The La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow application was initially categorized by staff as a Redevelopment special event and 
was directed to the RACC for review. However, the RACC referred the application to the Cultural Commission as 
an "Arts and Culture" special event and the Cultural Commission agreed and took action to recommend funding 
for the event from the Arts and Culture funding allocation.  
 
See the attached staff memos to the Cultural Commission and RACC and the special event applications for more 
information regarding the applicable recommendations. 
 
Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation   
NRS 279.382 – 279.685 
 
Financial Information 
Is there a fiscal impact?     Yes       No 

If yes, account name/number:  603 Redevelopment Revolving Fund 

Is it currently budgeted?     Yes       No 

Explanation of Fiscal Impact:  The funds are budgeted in the FY 2016-17 Redevelopment budget. 

Alternatives   
Modify the recommended funding for events.  
 
Attachments:  
1)  RACC and Cultural Commission recommendations spreadsheets 
2)  Staff memo to Cultural Commission 
3)  Staff memo to RACC 
4)  Special Event applications  
 
 
Board Action Taken: 
Motion: ______________________________ 1) _________________ Aye/Nay 
                   2) _________________ ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
___________________________ 
     (Vote Recorded By) 



Organization Event Event Date(s)

Requested 

2016-17 ($)

Approved 

last year 

2015-16 ($)

CCCC 

Recom.

Brewery Arts Center Levitt Amp Carson City June 4-Aug. 6, 2016 5,500 2,000 5,500

CC Arts Initiative CCAI Season Events July 2016-June 2017 6,000 4,500 5,500

Mile High Jazz Band Jazz & Beyond Music Aug. 5-21, 2016 8,000 6,000 7,000

La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow ** Oct. 28-30, 2016 21,300 N/A 6,000

Totals: 40,800 12,500 24,000

2015-16 Budgeted: 24,000 24,000

Remainder/Deficit: -16,800 0

Organization Event Event Date(s)

Requested 

2016-17 ($)

Approved 

last year 

2015-16 ($)

RACC 

Recom.

RSVP Program 4th of July Celebration Jul. 4, 2016 9,000 2,500 9,000

La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow ** Oct. 28-30, 2016 21,300 N/A **

** Refered to Cultural Commission by RACC Totals: 30,300 2,500 9,000

2015-16 Budgeted: 36,000 36,000

Remainder/Deficit: 5,700 27,000

Total: 33,000

Total Budgeted: 60,000

FY 2016-17 Arts & Culture Special Events

CCCC Recommendations

FY 2016-17 Redevelopment Special Events

RACC Recommendations



CULTURAL COMMISSION  

STAFF REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE:   May 3, 2016    

 

AGENDA ITEM NUMBER: 3B 

 

STAFF:    Vern L. Krahn, Senior Park Planner      

 

REQUEST: For Possible Action:  To prioritize and recommend to     

the Redevelopment Authority approval of the expenditure 

of $24,000 for Arts and Culture Special Event funding  

from the Redevelopment Revolving Fund for Fiscal Year 

2016-17.   

 

GENERAL DISCUSSION:    
 

The adopted Redevelopment Authority Policies and Procedures provide for the process and 

criteria for reviewing special event funding requests (Exhibit A).  Applications for these funding 

requests are due by April 15th each year.  Staff anticipates that the Redevelopment Authority and 

Board of Supervisors will make the final special event funding allocations on June 2, 2016. 

 

The policies and procedures identify specific application submittal requirements and establish 

criteria that the Cultural Commission shall consider when evaluating the applications for Arts 

and Culture Special Event funding. The following factors are identified for consideration:  

 

a.  The number of participants the event draws compared to the amount of Redevelopment 

funding and other City support requested for the event. 

b.  The amount of City funding requested for the event compared to funding obtained or 

sought from other sources.  

c.  The amount of funding requested in past years compared to funding currently being 

requested.  

d.  The longevity of the event in Carson City and its importance to the community.  

e.  The possibility for the event to grow in the future.  

f.  Potential conflicts with other special events on the same date as the proposed event. 

g.  Other factors as deemed appropriate by the Authority.   

 

The funding-split for Arts and Culture Special Events and other Special Events are $24,000 and 

$36,000, respectively.  The Cultural Commission is only responsible for making 

recommendations regarding the funding for “Arts and Culture Special Events.”   

 

SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATIONS:  

 

This year the Redevelopment Office received only three applications for a total of $19,500 in  

requested funding.  This amount is under the $24,000 allocated to these types of events by  

$4,500.  The following is a summary of the applications received with information that pertains  

to the review criteria as noted above.  Please refer to the attached application packets for more  

detail and explanation on the organization’s events. 

 



1.  Applicant:  Brewery Arts Center  

Event:  Levitt Amp Carson City  

Requested funding (8.6% of event budget):  $5,500.00   

Description:  The outdoor concert series will occur on Minnesota Street.  The funding request  

will help offset the costs for equipment/sound engineer fees, custodial services, and security.  

Total event budget:  $64,120  

Prior year funding:  $2,000   

Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town):  10,000  (8,000 / 2,000) 

Dollars of City funding per participant:  $0.55 

Number of years event held in Carson City:  0 

 

2.  Applicant:  Carson City Arts Initiative   

Event:  CCAI 2016/17 Season  

Requested funding (9% of event budget):  $6,000  

Description:  Develop sustaining artist programs and increasing awareness of the varied arts  

programs offered in Carson City.  The funding request will help offset staff costs to produce and  

coordinate programs, including artist’s honoraria/travel, marketing, and operating items/supplies.  

Total event budget:  $61,650 

Prior year funding:  $4,500 

Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town):  18,600 (17,600 / 1,000) 

Dollars of City funding per participant:  $0.32 

Number of years event held in Carson City:  13 

 

3.  Applicant:  Mile High Jazz Band Association, Inc. 

Event:  Jazz & Beyond – Carson City Music Festival  

Requested funding (31% of event budget):  $8,000  

Description:  Jazz and Beyond 2016 is not one event, but a series of dozen individual events held  

over a 17-day period.  The funding request will help offset musicians/technicians fees and other  

advertising and printing costs.  

Total event budget:  $25,900  

Prior year funding:  $6,000  

Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town):  4,000 (3,000 /1,000) 

Dollars of City funding per participant:  $2.00 

Number of years event held in Carson City:  12 

 

All the applicants have been notified by email and have confirmed that they will be present at  

this meeting to present their event funding requests to the Commission.  Each applicant will be  

given 5 to 10 minutes for their presentation with follow up questions by the Commission after 

the applicant’s presentation.    

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
 

I move to recommend to the Redevelopment Authority approval of the expenditure of $24,000 

from the Fiscal Year 2016-17 Revolving Fund to support the Art and Culture Special Event  

requests, distributed to the applicants as follows:  

1) Brewery Arts Center     $5,500 

2) Carson City Arts Initiative    $6,000    

3) Mile High Jazz Band Association, Inc.  $8,000  

as an expense incidental to the carrying out of the redevelopment plan that has been adopted by  



the Carson City Board of Supervisors, and based upon the findings that there is a causal  

connection between this redevelopment effort and the need for the expenses, the expenses are  

needed to ensure the success of the redevelopment plan and that the amount of the expenses to be  

given is minor in comparison to the money required for the overall redevelopment plan AND to  

set aside $4,500 from the Fiscal Year 2016-17 Revolving Fund to support new and unanticipated  

Arts and Culture Special Events in either of the redevelopment districts.  

 













 

Community Development Department 
108 E. Proctor Street 

Carson City, Nevada 89701 
(775) 887-2180 – Hearing Impaired: 711 

 

 

Date: May 3, 2016  

To:  Carson City Cultural Commission 

From:  Lee Plemel, Director 

Subject: Redevelopment Special Event Application – LATE INFORMATION 
 
 
The Community Development Department received an application for Redevelopment special 
event funding from La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow before the application deadline. Pursuant to the 
Redevelopment Authority Policies and Procedures section 3.21, which defines “arts and culture” 
special events (see attached), staff determined that the Pow Wow did not fall under the arts and 
culture special event definition and directed the application to the RACC (Redevelopment 
Authority Citizens Committee).  
 
At their May 2 meeting, the RACC voted to deny any funding for the Pow Wow from the regular 
special event funding allocation and determined that the event is an “arts and culture” event that 
should be reviewed by the Cultural Commission. Therefore, the application is being referred to 
the Cultural Commission for consideration with the other arts and culture special event 
applications.  
 
The Cultural Commission may consider and make recommendations to the Redevelopment 
Authority regarding the La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow application, including recommendations on 
funding for the application and other recommendations regarding the categorization of the event 
to help the Redevelopment Authority and staff properly categorize future applications.  
 
The following information and analysis of the event was provided by staff to the RACC:  
 
Applicant: La Ka Lel Be Pow Wow Committee 
Event: La Ka Lel Be Pow Wow 
Requested funding (% of event budget): $21,300 (100%) 
Description: Community event with family activities that attract visitors from the West, Canada, 
and internationally. The Washoe Tribe and Carson Colony have hosted this event for 
generations with the mission in mind to preserve cultural exchange through sharing of songs, 
dancers, traditional and modern dress, and food.  
Total event budget: $21,300  
Prior year funding: (Not requested)  
Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town): 2,500 (1,000 / 1,500) 
Dollars of City funding per participant: $9.32 
Number of years event held in Carson City: 31 
 
The La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow is an annual event, but this is the first time Redevelopment funding 
has been requested for the event. The event occurs at the Carson Colony on South Curry 
Street, adjacent to the South Carson Street Redevelopment Area #2. While the location is not 



Redevelopment Special Events—Late Information 
May 3, 2016 

Page 2 

 
within the Redevelopment District, Redevelopment monies may be spent on activities that 
benefit the Redevelopment District in accordance with the Redevelopment Plan. The applicant 
notes that the event participants use local businesses, restaurants, hotels/motels, and casinos, 
many of which are within the Redevelopment District. The applicant is requesting 100% of the 
event funding but has indicated to staff that they could use and would accept less. According to 
the application, the Washoe Tribe donates $6,000 and the remainder of their funding is obtained 
through fundraising.  
 
The policies and procedures identify specific application submittal requirements and establish 
criteria that the RACC, Cultural Commission and Redevelopment Authority shall consider when 
evaluating applications for special event funding. The following factors are identified for 
consideration:  
 

a.  The number of participants the event draws compared to the amount of Redevelopment 
funding and other City support requested for the event. 

b.  The amount of City funding requested for the event compared to funding obtained or 
sought from other sources.  

c.  The amount of funding requested in past years compared to funding currently being 
requested.  

d.  The longevity of the event in Carson City and its importance to the community.  
e.  The possibility for the event to grow in the future.  
f.  Potential conflicts with other special events on the same date as the proposed event. 
g.  Other factors as deemed appropriate by the Authority.  

 
If you have any questions regarding the action taken by RACC, please contact Lee Plemel at 
283-7075 or lplemel@carson.org.  
 
Attachments: 
 A. Excerpt from Redevelopment Authority Policies & Procedures, Section 3.2 

B. La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow special event application  
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Community Development Department 
108 E. Proctor Street 

Carson City, Nevada 89701 
(775) 887-2180 – Hearing Impaired: 711 

 

 

Date: April 25, 2016  

To:  Redevelopment Authority Citizens Committee 
  Meeting of May 2, 2016 

From:  Lee Plemel, Director 

Subject: Special Event Funding Requests for FY 2016-17 
 
 
RECOMMENDED RACC MOTION:  I move to recommend to the Redevelopment Authority 
approval of the expenditure of $30,300 from the Fiscal Year 2016-17 Revolving Fund to support 
the special event requests in the amount of $9,000 for the RSVP July 4th fireworks and $21,300 
for the La Ka Lei Be Pow Wow, as an expense incidental to the carrying out of the 
Redevelopment Plan that has been adopted by the Carson City Board of Supervisors, and 
based upon the findings that there is a causal connection between this redevelopment effort and 
the need for the expenses, the expenses are needed to ensure the success of the 
redevelopment plan and that the amount of the expenses to be given are minor in comparison 
to the money required for the overall redevelopment plan. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The adopted Redevelopment Authority Policies and Procedures provide for the process and 
criteria for reviewing Special Event funding requests. Applications for funding are due by April 
15 each year and are reviewed by RACC in May. Staff anticipates that the Redevelopment 
Authority and Board of Supervisors will make the final special event funding allocations on June 
2, 2016.  
 
The policies and procedures identify specific application submittal requirements and establish 
criteria that the RACC and Redevelopment Authority shall consider when evaluating 
applications for special event funding. The following factors are identified for consideration:  
 

a.  The number of participants the event draws compared to the amount of Redevelopment 
funding and other City support requested for the event. 

b.  The amount of City funding requested for the event compared to funding obtained or 
sought from other sources.  

c.  The amount of funding requested in past years compared to funding currently being 
requested.  

d.  The longevity of the event in Carson City and its importance to the community.  
e.  The possibility for the event to grow in the future.  
f.  Potential conflicts with other special events on the same date as the proposed event. 
g.  Other factors as deemed appropriate by the Authority.  

 
A total of $60,000 has been allocated for Special Events in the tentative FY 2016-17 
Redevelopment budget based on recommended funding priorities by RACC and the 
Redevelopment Authority earlier this year, which represents a $5,000 reduction in funding from 
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the prior year. The Special Event policies allocate 40% of the total amount of the 
Redevelopment Special Event funding for “arts and culture” events (theater, music and arts 
events), and applications for these events have been directed to the Cultural Commission for its 
review and recommendations to the Redevelopment Authority. The funding-split for arts and 
culture Special Events and other Special Events is $24,000 and $36,000, respectively. RACC is 
only responsible for making recommendations regarding the funding for the non-arts and culture 
events, as described below.  
 
SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATIONS:  
The Redevelopment office received two applications for a total of $30,300 in requested funding. 
Following is a summary of the applications received with information included that pertains to 
the review criteria noted above. Refer to the attached application packets for more detail and 
explanation.  
 
1.  Applicant: Nevada Rural Counties RSVP Program 
Event: Fourth of July Celebration 
Requested funding (% of event budget): $9,000 (50%) 
Description: Fourth of July fireworks as part of the carnival organized by RSVP to raise money 
for RSVP programs.  
Total event budget: $18,000 (Fireworks only; excludes carnival) 
Prior year funding: $2,500 
Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town): 40,000 (30,000 / 10,000) 
Dollars of City funding per participant: $0.23 
Number of years event held in Carson City: 28 
 
2.  Applicant: La Ka Lel Be Pow Wow Committee 
Event: La Ka Lel Be Pow Wow 
Requested funding (% of event budget): $21,300 (100%) 
Description: Community event with family activities that attract visitors from the West, Canada, 
and internationally. The Washoe Tribe and Carson Colony have hosted this event for 
generations with the mission in mind to preserve cultural exchange through sharing of songs, 
dancers, traditional and modern dress, and food.  
Total event budget: $21,300  
Prior year funding: (Not requested)  
Estimated number of participants (local/out-of-town): 2,500 (1,000 / 1,500) 
Dollars of City funding per participant: $9.32 
Number of years event held in Carson City: 31 
 
 
The RSVP 4th of July celebration and fireworks at Mills Park is an annual event. Redevelopment 
has supported the event for a number of years, in addition to the Spring Fair and Nevada Day 
carnival. Last year, RSVP received a total of $7,500 from Redevelopment for the three events 
($2,500 per event). This year, RSVP has only submitted an application for the fireworks for the 
4th of July celebration.  
 
The La Ke Lel Be Pow Wow is also an annual event, but this is the first time Redevelopment 
funding has been requested for the event. The event occurs at the Carson Colony on South 
Curry Street, adjacent to the South Carson Street Redevelopment Area #2. While the location is 
not within the Redevelopment District, Redevelopment monies may be spent on activities that 
benefit the Redevelopment District in accordance with the Redevelopment Plan. The applicant 
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notes that the event participants use local businesses, restaurants, hotels/motels, and casinos, 
many of which are within the Redevelopment District. The applicant is requesting 100% of the 
event funding but has indicated to staff that they could use and would accept less. The Washoe 
Tribe donates $6,000 and the remainder of their funding is obtained through fundraising. The 
RACC and Redevelopment Authority may consider a reduced amount of funding for this event.  
 
The RACC should consider the application review factors noted earlier in this memo and make 
a recommendation to the Redevelopment Authority for funding the special events. Any Special 
Event funding remaining after this allocation may be reallocated at a later date.  
 
For reference, the following Arts and Culture Special Event applications were received by the 
Redevelopment office and forwarded to the Cultural Commission for its review and 
recommendations to the Redevelopment Authority.  
 

Organization Event Request 

Brewery Arts Center Summer Concert Series $5,500 

Carson City Arts Initiative CCAI Season Events $6,000 

Mile High Jazz Jazz & Beyond Music Festival $8,000 

 Total: $19,500 

 Available: $24,000 

 
If you have any questions regarding these special event applications, please contact Lee Plemel 
at 283-7075 or lplemel@carson.org.  
 
Attachments: 
 A. Special Event Funding Request applications 
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