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   STAFF REPORT   
     
     
 
Report To:  Board of Supervisors     Meeting Date:  February 16, 2017 
 
Staff Contact:  Hope Sullivan, Planning Manager 
 
Agenda Title:  For Possible Action: To approve a Master Plan Amendment to amend Goal 1.5e of the Master 
Plan to provide for future aboveground utility corridors to be shown on the Land Use Map of the Master Plan in 
compliance with NRS 278.165.  (Hope Sullivan, Planning Manager, hsullivan@carson.org). 
 
Staff Summary:  Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 278.150-170 requires the inclusion of an aboveground utility 
plan in the City's  Master Plan.  The proposed amendment adds language to the Master Plan that recognizes that 
the City will work with the local energy utility with respect to the designation of future aboveground utility 
corridors on the Land Use Map of the Master Plan.  At this time, there are no corridors planned.  The proposed 
amendment is necessary to comply with State law.  
 
Agenda Action:  Formal Action/Motion   Time Requested:  30 minutes 
 
 

Proposed Motion  
I move to approve the Master Plan Amendment to amend Goal 1.5e of the Master Plan to provide for future 
aboveground utility corridors to be shown on the Land Use Map of the Master Plan in compliance with NRS 
278.165 based on the findings contained in the staff's report to the Planning Commission.   
 
Board’s Strategic Goal 
Quality of Life 
 
Previous Action   
At its meeting of January 19, 2017, the Board reviewed the subject request.  The Board requested that 
references to utility companies be generalized, and requested supplemental language to ensure compliance 
with the provisions of the Development Standards Section 1.2.8, which requires that all utilities be supplied to a 
building or project by underground service.  The Board continued the matter to provide staff the opportunity to 
modify the proposed language. 
 
At its meeting of December 21, 2016, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on the subject 
request, and adopted Resolution No. 2016-PC-R-4 recommending that the Board of Supervisors amend the 
Master Plan as requested.  The vote of the Planning Commission was 6-0 (1 absent.) 
 
Background/Issues & Analysis   
Per CCMC 18.02.070, the Board of Supervisors has the authority to amend the Master Plan.  The Planning 
Commission considers requests for amendments to the Master Plan and makes a recommendation to the Board. 
 
The report to the Planning Commission specifically addressing the request and the findings, along with the 
resolution is attached to this report.  
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In response to the Board's concerns, the reference to Sierra Pacific Power and Southwest Gas is proposed to be 
replaced with "Energy and Natural Gas Utilities." 
 
To provide further clarity, staff suggests including the NRS definition of "aboveground utility."  It is defined as 
"an aboveground electric transmission line which is designed to operate at 200 kilovolts or more and which has 
been approved for construction after October 1, 1991 by the State or Federal Government or a governing body."  
The proposed modified text of Goal 1.5e is attached. 
 
Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation   
CCMC 18.02.070 (Master Plan) 
 
Financial Information 
Is there a fiscal impact?     Yes       No 

If yes, account name/number:        

Is it currently budgeted?     Yes       No 

Explanation of Fiscal Impact:  Actions of the Board of Supervisors pursuant to NRS 278 are exempt from 

Business Impact Statement Requirements. 

Alternatives   
Deny the request for a Master Plan Amendment based on the inability to make the required findings, noting 
which findings can not be met. 
 
Board Action Taken: 
Motion: ______________________________ 1) _________________ Aye/Nay 
                   2) _________________ ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
___________________________ 
     (Vote Recorded By) 



PROPOSED LANGUAGE FOR GOAL 1.5e OF THE CARSON CITY MASTER PLAN 

(Language proposed to be deleted appears with a strike through.  Language proposed 
to be added is in italics and underlined.) 

1.5e – Sierra Pacific Power and Southwest Gas Energy and Natural Gas Utilities 

The City shall coordinate with Sierra Pacific Power and Southwest Gas the local energy 
and natural gas utilities on the location of new power lines and future facilities 
necessary to serve the community., including the designation of aboveground utility 
corridors on the Land Use Map consistent with NRS 278.165.  “Aboveground utility” is 
defined as an aboveground electric transmission line which is designed to operate at 
200 kilovolts or more and which has been approved for construction after October 1, 
1991, by the State or Federal Government or a governing body.  










