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   STAFF REPORT   
     
     
 
Report To:  Board of Supervisors     Meeting Date:  3/2/2017 
 
Staff Contact:  Chief Tad Fletcher, Department of Alternative Sentencing  
 
Agenda Title:  For Possible Action:  To approve the application process for the State of Nevada Department of 
Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety Grant to partially fund a Sober 24 program in Carson City from October 1, 
2017 to September 30, 2018. 
 
Staff Summary:  The Department of Alternative Sentencing would like to submit for a grant to fund three part 
time positions;  one of which will be a PTE Alternative Sentencing Officer and the other two will be Alternative 
Sentencing Specialist's.  Once in place, the additional staff, plus one current staff member will be assigned to the 
Sober 24 program.  Testing will be administered twice a day, 7 days a week to all individuals assigned to the 
program by the Courts.  Furthermore, all color code testing will take place during the designated hours.    
 
Agenda Action:  Formal Action/Motion   Time Requested:  10 minutes 
 
 

Proposed Motion  
I move to approve the grant application process by the Carson City Department of Alternative Sentencing for 
State of Nevada Department of Public Safety , Office of Traffic Safety Grant to help fund the Sober 24 program in 
Carson City from October 1, 2017 to September 30, 2018.  
 
Board’s Strategic Goal 
 Safety 
 
Previous Action   
N/A  
 
Background/Issues & Analysis   
National statistics indicates that approximately one-third of all first-time DUI offenders will have a second DUI 
offense and that DUI Offenders are more likely than non-DUI offenders to be involved in a future fatal car crash 
(National Highway Traffic Safety Administration). To date, traditional DUI offense intervention efforts that 
include a combination of education and sanctions report only a modest 7% - 9% reduction in recidivism rates 
for future impaired driving offenses. in comparison, the 2013 - RAND Corporation study in the American Journal 
of Public Health (funded by National Institute on Drug Abuse) reported that South Dakota saw a 12% reduction 
in recidivism for DUI offenses and a 9% reduction in recidivism for domestic violence offenses, following 
adoption of their 24/7 Sobriety Program. Since implementing the 24/7 program, South Dakota has experienced 
a 12% drop in the rate of DUI recidivism and over 33% reduction in DUI fatalities. A number of other states 
have implemented programs similar to that in South Dakota, including Montana, Washington, North Dakota, and 
Wyoming. Each of these has experienced similar reductions in recidivism and crimes related to drug and alcohol 
abuse.  
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Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation   
None 
 
Financial Information 
Is there a fiscal impact?     Yes       No 

If yes, account name/number:        

Is it currently budgeted?     Yes       No 

Explanation of Fiscal Impact:  If approved, the Department of Alternative Sentencing will be submitting for a 

grant to fund the Sober 24 program.  The grant has a minimum of a 20% match, which will be covered by the 

salary of one current PTE DAS Officer position on staff.  In the grant, I will be requesting $50,000, which will 

fund one additional PTE DAS Officer and two PTE DAS Specialist's.   

To help create self sustainability, Sober24 has an internal income stream from program fees.  Indeed, similar 

programs are completely self-funding in several states.   The program fees will be waived for individuals already 

paying fees to Mental Health Court and Misdemeanor treatment Court. 

 

The proposed fees are the same found in many other Sober 24 programs across the Country. 

 

- $1 per PBT test per participant ($2 per participant, per day) 

- $4 per urinalysis test ($8 per participant per week)  

 

Alternatives   
Not to create a Sober 24 Program in Carson City.  
 
 

 

 

 

Board Action Taken: 
Motion: ______________________________ 1) _________________ Aye/Nay 
                   2) _________________ ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
___________________________ 
     (Vote Recorded By) 
 

 

 



THE 
NEVADA 

24/7 SOBRIETY 
PILOT PROGRAM



BACKGROUND

 The 24/7 Sobriety Program originated in 
South Dakota in 2004

 Thirty six (36) percent of South Dakota’s 
prison population were felony DUI 
offenders

 Thirty one (31) percent were felony drug 
offenders

 Eighty five (85) percent of prison 
population had an admitted alcohol or 
drug abuse addiction 



SOUTH DAKOTA 
IMPLEMENTATION

 In 2005 South Dakota implemented a 24/7 
pilot program in five (5) counties

 Currently 95% of South Dakota’s 66 
counties have a 24/7 sobriety program

 Long term data indicates that 99.1% of 
participants tested during the program 
pass sobriety testing

 Current data indicates that South Dakota’s 
DUI recidivism rate has decreased by 12% 
and domestic violence by 9%



South Dakota Results
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South Dakota Results
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SD OFFICE OF HIGHWAY SAFETY DATA
2004 55% all fatal crashes involve booze.............in 2014 31%

source NHTSA
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24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM

 The program is based on twice a day 
testing seven days a week

 The cornerstone for the program is swift 
and immediate sanctions for violations

 Twenty four hours incarceration for first 
violation

 Forty eight hours for second violation
 Mandatory appearance in court for third or 

subsequent violations



24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM

Red Statewide Program/
24/7 Legislation Passed

Yellow In Pilot Stage
White            Pilot/Program Launches/     

Legislation all pending



24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM
HOW IS IT USED

 Pre-Sentence: Can be used as a condition 
of bail or release

 Most common use is for second or 
subsequent offense DUI, or first offense 
with high BAC

 Can be used by Parole & Probation 
Officers who struggle with high case loads

 Can be used for any criminal conviction as 
determined by Justice of the Peace



24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM
Nevada Pilot Program

 A pilot program is almost ready for kickoff 
in Reno Justice Court (Judge Scott 
Pearson)

 Possible testing facility through Catholic 
Charities

 Support from Washoe County Sheriff’s 
Office

 Support from Washoe County Department 
of Alternative Sentencing



24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM
Funding

 Partial funding for the pilot program 
through NVDPS-OTS: $50,000 NHTSA 
Grant

 Other funding sources include: Reno 
Justice Court, Washoe County Sheriff’s 
Office, Washoe County DAS, and Catholic 
Charities

 The funding will be for start-up fees
 The program will become self funded by 

fees paid by offenders in the program



24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM
NEEDS

 Need support from Law Enforcement in each 
county

 Need support from Courts
 Need support from District Attorney and Public 

Defender
 Need support from Community Leaders
 Need support from legislative branch



24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM

Two independent studies have been 
conducted on the program

MT. PLAINS EVAULATION 
STUDY SANCTIONED BY NHTSA AND DEMONSTRATED A 50% PLUS 

REDUCTION IN RECIDIVISM RATES (long term) FOR PARTICIPANTS 
PLACED ON THE 24/7 PROGRAM

http://apps.sd.gov/atg/dui247/247stats.htm

RAND CORPORATION 
http://www.rand.org/health/feature/24-7.html



24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM

 Funding available through NHTSA and 
Office of Traffic Safety

 Fix Americas Surface Transportation FAST 
Act. 24/7 funding available for states that 
have legislative approved program 



24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM 
Contact

Scott Swain
Law Enforcement Liaison

Nevada Department of Public Safety
Office of Traffic Safety

775-741-5489
sswain@dps.state.nv.us











Traffic Safety 2018 for Carson City District Court 
Offered By: 
NVDPS-OTS 
 
Application Availability Dates: 
01/30/2017-03/10/2017 
 
Application Period: 
not set 
 
Application Due Date: 
03/10/2017 
 
Description: 
The Nevada Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety awards federal funds to state, local, 
and non-profit organizations desiring to partner in solving Nevada traffic safety problem areas. Funds 
awarded are strictly for use in reducing deaths and serious injuries caused by motor vehicle crashes 
through the implementation of programs that address driver behavior. Program areas include: 
impaired driving, occupant protection (including child safety seats), community programs, pedestrian 
safety, motorcycle safety, traffic records, police traffic services, distracted driving, teen drivers, 
intersections, lane departures, and emergency medical systems. 


