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   STAFF REPORT   
     
     
 
Report To:  Board of Supervisors     Meeting Date:  May 18, 2017 
 
Staff Contact:  Hope Sullivan, Planning Manager 
 
Agenda Title:  For Possible Action: To provide direction to staff regarding the preparation of an ordinance to 
address permitting of Recreational Marijuana Establishments in Carson City, including provisions for zoning 
and business license requirements.  (Hope Sullivan, hsullivan@carson.org)   
 
Staff Summary:  On May 8, 2017, the Nevada Department of Taxation released temporary regulations 
regarding recreational Marijuana Establishments.  The temporary regulations allow businesses to start selling 
recreational marijuana as soon as July 1, 2017.  The temporary regulations allow medical marijuana 
establishments that have a registration certificate, are operating, and are in good standing to apply for a 
recreational marijuana establishment temporary license no later than May 31, 2017.  Staff is recommending 
that the City prepare regulations and a fee schedule that mirrors the regulations that currently exist for Medical 
Marijuana Establishments.  Staff is seeking direction from the Board so that staff can begin drafting regulations 
responsive to the State's action.   
 
Agenda Action:  Other/Presentation   Time Requested:  30 minutes 
 
 

Proposed Motion  
The Board may, by motion, provide direction to staff regarding certain regulations for recreational Marijuana 
Establishments to assist staff in preparing appropriate ordinances to bring back for review and action. 
 
Board’s Strategic Goal 
Economic Development 
 
Previous Action   
On January 18, 2017, the Board adopted Ordinance 2017-3 declaring a moratorium on the processing of 
planning or other applications for construction or operation of new marijuana establishments.  This 
moratorium was intended to allow the City time to evaluate the implications of the regulations adopted by the 
Nevada Department of Taxation and consider other impacts of recreational Marijuana Establishments. 
 
Background/Issues & Analysis   
The temporary State regulations allow Medical Marijuana Establishments that have registration certificates, are 
in operation, and are in good standing to apply for a recreational Marijuana Establishment temporary license.  
Currently, Carson City has a moritorium in place that prohibits the processing of applications or construction 
permits for recreational Marijuana Establishments.  Currently approved facilities within the City are: three 
facilities that are cultivation only, one facility that is production only, and four facilities that have both 
cultivation and production. 
 
The existing regulations for Medical Marijuana Establishments provide locational criteria as well as operational 
criteria.  The use may only be established upon obtaining a Special Use Permit.  Staff finds that the existing 



Staff Report Page 2 
 

regulations for Medical Marijuana Establishments seem to be adequate, and would suggest that regulations for 
recreational Marijuana Establishments mirror those.   
 
Attachments:  
1. Regulations Adopted by the Nevada Tax Commission 
2. Section 1.20: Medical Marijuana Establishments of the Carson City Development Standards 
3. A map showing the location of approved Medical Marijuana Establishments 
 
 
Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation   
CCMC 18.02.075: Zoning Code Amendments 
 
Financial Information 
Is there a fiscal impact?     Yes       No 

If yes, account name/number:  N/A 

Is it currently budgeted?     Yes       No 

Explanation of Fiscal Impact:  N/A 

Alternatives   
1. Provide direction to staff regarding particular aspects of recreational Marijuana Establishment regulations 
that would be appropriate for Carson City to assist in the preparation of a draft ordinance. 
2. Direct staff to prepare an ordinance to prohibit recreational Marijuana Establishments in Carson City. 
 
Board Action Taken: 
Motion: ______________________________ 1) _________________ Aye/Nay 
                   2) _________________ ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
           ________ 
___________________________ 
     (Vote Recorded By) 







































































 
1.20 Medical Marijuana Establishments. 
 

The following standards are intended to establish minimum standards and Special Use 
Permit review criteria for Medical Marijuana Establishments, including Cultivation 
Facilities, Dispensaries, Production Facilities, and Testing Laboratories, as defined in 
Title 18 and NRS, in addition to other standards for commercial and industrial 
development.  

 
1. The following standards apply to all Medical Marijuana Establishments. 

 
a. All Medical Marijuana Establishments (MMEs) require approval of a 

Special Use Permit. Special Use Permits for MMEs are only valid at a 
given location for the operator who obtains the Nevada State certificate 
for that facility. The Special Use Permit approval shall expire and become 
null and void if the MME operator loses or otherwise forfeits his or her 
State certificate to operate that facility. Special Use Permits are non-
transferable between operators and locations within Carson City.   

 
b. No consumption of Medical Marijuana products shall occur on the 

premises of any MME.  
 

c. All business activities related to MMEs, including cultivation, shall be 
conducted indoors, within a permanent building. The use of office trailers 
or other temporary structures is prohibited. All MMEs shall have an 
appearance, both as to the interior and exterior, which is professional, 
orderly, dignified, and consistent with the traditional style of pharmacies 
and medical offices. 

 
d. Outside display or sales of MME merchandise shall be prohibited.  

 
e. Accessory outside storage for MMEs shall comply with Title 18.16 

Development Standards, Division 1.12 Outside Storage.  
 

f. Access to the MME shall be restricted in compliance with State 
regulations.  

 
g. No MME-related products shall be visible from outside the building.  

 
h. Sign Requirements. All MME signage shall be discreet, professional, and 

consistent with the traditional style of signage for pharmacies and medical 
offices. All MMEs shall follow the sign regulations for Office Uses in the 
Development Standards, Division 4, except that freestanding sign height 
for Cultivation Facilities, Production Facilities, and Testing Laboratories 
shall be limited to 10 feet consistent with sign height requirements for 
industrial uses.  

 
i. Parking Requirements. Parking shall be provided for MMEs as follows:  
 

(1) Dispensaries. One space per 300 square feet of gross floor area.  
 



(2) Cultivation Facilities. One space per 1,000 square feet of gross 
floor area. 

 
(3) Production Facilities. One space per 500 square feet of gross floor 

area.  
 
(4) Testing Laboratories. One space per 400 square feet of gross 

floor area.  
 

j. No more than two Dispensaries shall be permitted in Carson City.  
 

k. A MME shall not be located within 1,000 feet of a public or private school 
that provides formal education traditionally associated with preschool or 
kindergarten through grade 12 or within 300 feet of a facility that provides 
day care to children, a public park, a playground, a public swimming pool, 
a center or facility, the primary purpose of which is to provide recreational 
opportunities or services to children or adolescents, that existed on the 
date on which the application for the proposed MME was submitted to the 
State Health Division, measured on a straight line from the nearest school 
or community facility property line to the front door or primary entrance of 
the MME.  

 
2. The following standards apply to all Medical Marijuana Dispensaries. 

 
a. A single point of secure public entry shall be provided and identified.  

 
b. Hours of operation shall be limited to 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., seven days 

per week. 
 

c. Drive-through service is prohibited.  
 

d. A Dispensary shall not be located on property or within a shopping center 
with frontage on the same street on which a residentially-zoned property 
is located unless the Dispensary is located more than 300 feet from the 
residential property, measured on a straight line from the nearest 
residential property line abutting the street right-of-way to the front door of 
the Dispensary.  

 
3. Special Use Permit review standards. The following shall be considered in the 

review of any Dispensary located within the General Industrial zoning district in 
addition to the required Special Use Permit findings: 

 
a. That the proposed Dispensary is located where sufficient, convenient and 

safe access is provided to the public. 
 

b. That the proposed location has adequate lighting and street 
improvements for a use providing public access.  

 
 



Carson City MMEs 

Dispensary (2) 
 

Production (1) 

Cultivation (3) 

Cultivation & 
Production (4) 

WSCC, Inc. 
3493 Arrowhead Dr. 
Cultivation & Production 

Tahoe Hydroponics 
3535 Arrowhead Dr. 
Cultivation Only 
(Currently Operating) 

5SEAT Investments 
8001 Hwy 50 East 
Cultivation & Production 
(Cultivation Currently 
Operating) 

GTI Nevada (RISE) 
135 Clearview Dr. #119 
Dispensary 
(Currently Operating) 

WSCC, Inc. (Sierra Wellness) 
2765 Hwy 50 East, Unit A 
Dispensary 
(Currently Operating) 

High Sierra Cultivation 
6343 Hwy 50 East 
Cultivation Only 

BioNeva Innovations  LLC 
2951 Deer Run Rd. 
Cultivation & Production 

GTI Nevada 
3130 Deer Run Rd. 
Cultivation & Production 

Carson City Agency Solutions 
4949 Hwy 50 East, #B1 
Production Only 
(Currently Operating) 
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