
Agenda Item No: 22.D

STAFF REPORT

Report To: Board of Supervisors Meeting Date: July 18, 2019

Staff Contact: Darren Schulz, Public Works Director

Agenda Title: For Possible Action:  Discussion and possible action regarding a one-year Lost Lakes
Water Lease Agreement between Carson City and Carson Water Subconservancy District
(“CWSD”) for an amount not to exceed $6,100. (Darren Schulz, dschulz@carson.org) 

Staff Summary:  As part of its conjunctive use program, Carson City has negotiated to
lease water storage rights at Lost Lakes from CWSD.  The Lease will provide Carson City
with up to 100.0 acre-feet of additional surface water, to be used from October 1, 2019 to
March 31, 2020.  The cost of the water is $55 per acre-foot; however, Carson City is also
paying for the temporary water right change application that is required and will cost $600,
which brings the total to $6,100.  On June 19, 2019, the CWSD Board of Directors
unanimously approved the Lost Lakes Water Lease Agreement.

Agenda Action: Formal Action / Motion Time Requested: 5 minutes

Proposed  Motion
I move to authorize the Mayor to sign the Agreement as proposed.

Board's Strategic Goal
Sustainable Infrastructure

Previous Action
Carson City has exercised a similar agreement for Lost Lakes Water from CWSD in calendar years 2015 and
2016.  

Background/Issues & Analysis
Carson City engages in the commonly used, best management practice of conjunctive use of water to provide
sustainable sources of water to its residents.  Conjunctive use means maximizing the use of available surface
water sources so that the groundwater table can replenish and be used when the surface water sources are
not available.  In order to provide additional surface water rights for the conjunctive use program, a lease of
Carson River storage rights at the Lost Lakes has been negotiated with the CWSD.  Carson City, per the Alpine
decree, cannot pull water from the Carson River during the months of October through March.  However,
CWSD can store water within the Lost Lakes reservoirs during the irrigation season, and Carson City can then
lease the rights to that water.  This allows Carson City to use the water stored at the Lost Lakes during the
winter months, under conditions which will be stipulated by the State Water Engineer and Federal Water
Master. The cost of the water is $55 per acre-foot; however, Carson City is also paying for the temporary water
right change application that is required which will cost $600, bringing the total to $6,100.

Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation
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N/A

Financial Information
Is there a fiscal impact? Yes

If yes, account name/number: Water Purchase/Lease Payment - 52035302-500450

Is it currently budgeted? Yes

Explanation of Fiscal Impact: Reduction in budget up to $6,100.

Alternatives
Do not approve agreement and provide other direction to staff.

Attachments:
CWSD Lost Lakes Water Lease Agreement.pdf

Board Action Taken:
Motion: _________________ 1) ________________ Aye/Nay

2) ________________ _________
_________
_________
_________
_________

_________________________________
(Vote Recorded By)
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/390777/CWSD_Lost_Lakes_Water_Lease_Agreement.pdf
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