
Agenda Item No: 22.B

STAFF REPORT

Report To: Board of Supervisors Meeting Date: November 4, 2021

Staff Contact: Nancy Paulson, City Manager

Agenda Title: For Possible Action: Discussion and possible action regarding Carson City’s Indigent
Defense Services Plan ("Plan"), a plan required by Nevada Revised Statutes ("NRS")
260.070 for the provision of legal services to persons accused of certain crimes who are
unable to afford an attorney. (Nancy Paulson, npaulson@carson.org, and Max Cortes,
mcortes@carson.org) 

Staff Summary: Carson City is required, under NRS 260.070, to provide an annual report to
the Nevada Department of Indigent Defense Services (“DIDS”), which must include
Carson City’s Plan. While the full report is not currently due, DIDS promulgated temporary
regulations requiring Carson City’s Plan to be submitted to DIDS by September 3, 2021.
Carson City received an extension of time from DIDS to submit the Plan by November 4,
2021.

Agenda Action: Formal Action / Motion Time Requested: 15 Minutes

Proposed  Motion
 I move to approve the Indigent Defense Services Plan as presented.

Board's Strategic Goal
Efficient Government

Previous Action
September 16, 2021 - The Board of Supervisors ("Board") approved Carson City's Plan and directed staff to
provide input to the Board of Indigent Defense Services ("BIDS") regarding the revised proposed permanent
regulations of the Board.

Background/Issues & Analysis
The State of Nevada has been studying the right to counsel of indigent persons provided by the Sixth
Amendment of the United States Constitution and Nevada law. After the Nevada Supreme Court's Indigent
Defense Commission (“IDC”) through Administrative Docket ("ADKT") 411, in which the Nevada Supreme
Court implemented standards for the provision of indigent defense services in Nevada.  As an outgrowth of the
IDC, the Nevada Legislature created BIDS and DIDS, both codified in NRS Chapter 180, in the 2019 Legislative
session.  

BIDS adopted temporary regulations on January 28, 2021 and permanent regulations on October 6, 2021
("Regulations").  When the Plan was last presented to the Board, the Board approved the Plan, asked staff to
cooperate with BIDS and DIDS where possible to establish a compliant Plan, and to provide comment on the
Regulations to BIDS.  City staff submitted comments and suggested edits to the regulations and provided
public comment during the meeting; however, BIDS adopted the regulations largely as proposed by DIDS --
staff acknowledges that BIDS was up against a statutory deadline to adopt the Regulations.  In the intervening
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time since the October 6, 2021 BIDS meeting, staff has met with DIDS regarding the Plan and has revised it. 
Staff received the most recent comments to the Plan late on the afternoon of October 27, 2021.  As of the time
of the publication of this agenda, staff has not been able to fully review the DIDS comments.  Staff will do so,
and will provide an updated Plan as late material as soon as possible.

Applicable Statute, Code, Policy, Rule or Regulation
NRS 260.070; NRS Chapter 180; Regulations of the Board of Indigent Defense Services.

Financial Information
Is there a fiscal impact? Yes

If yes, account name/number: General Fund, Public Defender Department 1010610-XXXXXX

Is it currently budgeted? No

Explanation of Fiscal Impact: The State Public Defender, conflict counsel and outside counsel are budgeted
for Fiscal Year 2022 at $1,649,723. Additional costs associated with the implementation of Carson City's Plan
are expected in the following areas: (1) conflict counsel costs are expected to increase due to DIDS regulations
and requirements including the costs for a counsel assistant to assign counsel to a particular case; (2) costs
will increase for approving compensation and expenses if these services are provided by an independent
contractor; and (3) in accordance with DIDS recommendations, up to a $2,500 fund per case to permit indigent
defense counsel to spend up to that proposed amount without oversight. According to the DIDS, the maximum
amount a county is required to pay for the provision of indigent defense services ("maximum county
contribution") is calculated pursuant to section 16 of the Regulations. If the county reaches its maximum
contribution, state contributions will be provided to the county on a reimbursement basis. Any request for
increased funding will come back before the Board of Supervisors.

Alternatives
Do not approve the Indigent Defense Services Plan and provide alternative direction.

Attachments:
DIDS Regulations adopted 10.25.2021.pdf

Board Action Taken:
Motion: _________________ 1) ________________ Aye/Nay

2) ________________ _________
_________
_________
_________
_________

_________________________________
(Vote Recorded By)
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1119943/DIDS_Regulations_adopted_10.25.2021.pdf
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