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- Agenda Report 3
]}ateSubmitted fipnl.?-’l?,{}{}'f o : . ' Jbkgem:ia Date Requested Mm 3 2&@;
B SO ' L A Tlma Requesteci Consent '
_Tﬁ: ..Tvlé‘-f.or and Supéﬁ-’islolrs - -
: _me Parhs and Recreatmﬁ Depaﬂﬁ}ent o
'. Suh]ect Tltle Actmn to adf:vpt Resﬂiutmn 2007 - fb ] a'fesoiuﬁion EW the .C.ars.u::.ra Clt‘-, Bﬂardof i

'_ _Supermsors providinig for a Recreation, Parks, and Public Purpese (RP&P) request to the Bureau of Lam:l
Managemem: for a portion of Assessor Parcel Number 8-531-03 to be used for the construction of the
. Chinese kaers Museum of America. TS . :

.'Sfaﬁ 'Summar# " The resalutmn authorazes a RP&P lease with the Bureau of Land Management for land to *
“he used for the construction of the Chinese Museum. The site is adjacent to the area for the pmpmeed v &T

- - -h15t0r1c rallrﬂad terminal station in Carson City. This effort has been initiated by Khan Tung and Art -

' :Tw p’e i:af Acnon Requested:’ : (check -tme.)

‘Hannafin.  The Chines Workers Museum of America is a non-profit organization whose steering commntae
- members include former Governor Kenny C. Guinn, Senator Harry Reid, Nevada State Sﬁnator ‘v‘» llham I
. Raﬂgm and Dale Raggio, and Elame Winn, Director of Wynn Resorts. : :

{R)Rem}utmn S - {__) Ordinance

} Fm"ma‘i Action/ Motmn . {__)Other (Spec.if}-'}"
- Does T.h'is.At:tian Require A Business Impact St'a'tem.ﬂut: N (- } Yes { X } No :
- Remmmendeﬂ Bﬂard Action: Imme 1o adopt Resolution 2007-R- . .a resoluti'dn' by the Carson City.

- Bﬂard of Supervisors providing for a Recreation, Parks, and Public Purpose {RP&P} request to the Biireau of |
- Land Management for a portion of Assessor Parcel Nuntber 8-531-03 1o be used for the constructmn of the
: 'Chmese 'ﬂf ﬂrkers Museum of America. '

Expianatmn f{'rr Re'cnmmenﬂe{i Board Action: The resnlmmn is needed i order for staff to pmcess the :
RP&P. apphcatmn with the Bureau of Land Management. Due to the mterface plan deswnatmn fm‘ these SR
lands, only the City or a state apency may initiate the RP&P request.

: :Applmai}le Statute, Cnde. Pnlam Rule or Regulatlou RP&P regu‘iatmns of the Bureau 01 Land
Manaaement ;

: ¥1scai -[mp‘a’ct $Eﬂﬂ apphcatmn fee for the RP&P process.

' _: E:splanatmn uf }’mpact ThES is a fee for the suhm1€tal of a RP&P rec;un,si lo the Eureau Df Land
_ Xianagemem L o

'3_-Fﬂnﬂing Souree: ~ Accotnt #101-0600-413-03-09

-r’k’lte'rnﬁ_t:i}-'e.s:: " Not to adopt the resolution




o Supportmg Materlai

- Draft reseiutmn ara.d supportmrf matemls prepared by Ixhan Tlmg and Art Hannaﬁn of Hannaﬁn Dasmn .
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CARSDN CITY BOARD OF SUPERR ISORS
- RESOLUTiO‘\I NO. 2007-R-__

. ARESOLUTION OF THE CARSON CITY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
* PROVIDING FOR A RECREATION, PARKS, AND PUBLIC PURPOSE e
L ' (RP&P) REQUEST TO THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT FOR A e
o j’?DR’fI{ﬁ OF ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER §8-531-03 TO BE USEDFOR
 THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE CHINESE WORKERS MUSEUM OF - 3_' .
"--:AMEMCA :

i W HERE AS, the Chmese Vﬂf orkers Museum Of Ammca is a mn-pmﬁt orgamzatmn

_ located mn Carscm Cm t’ne capxml city of the State of Nevada, and

“ HEREAS the Chinese Workers Muscum of America’s mission is to hnmr the _ o

1 hismncal mmnbutmas of Chinese Workers in the United States of America by deplctmg hm-.

. _-Chmese 1mm1grants overcame the chalfenﬂes of the rugged environment of the w estem Umted
:"States“p-rment artifacts and articles of cultural significance and h15t0ncal' perspective; pmvlde for

iz-ancl enmuracrc the continuation of the study of 19% and 20™ Century Chmese Ammcan ﬁc;mf:snc S e

:"ancl mtf:matmnal reiatmns and showcase mtematmna? education and cultural ev rants to
mntrlbute to grea{er American Chinese understanding, and o

WHERE AS recent excavations of archeoieﬂmai sies in ‘Jex ada, Eastem Cahﬁ)mm ancE

X adjacem W EStEI’l’l states have weldrad numerous artifacts assomaleﬂ with early ChIHCSL
ﬁlmmlgrant- often related to railroad construction crews, mining fanc.mnpments, fam}mg_ C

a cemmumhes medicine shops, and community centers, and

‘IF"{HERE AS, these remnants of Chinese frontier life have been pi&ced in tompﬂnm |
storage by the federal government agencies that discovered them, and _ e :
. WHERE ﬂLS unless other arrangements are made, these links w vith the past W 111 be placed 1
in pt‘nnanent gov emmem slorage out of sight and out of mind, and |

o WHERE *‘—‘tS the Chinese Workers Museum of America bbhm es that these dﬁiiaCtS
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] pmperly uﬁhzed would hawe dramatlzed the comrlbutmns of Chmese W 0rkers II’IIH&H\{ dunng the_: 1

_ ﬁ'nntler permd in the w astem states and continuing to the present date, aﬁd

!I termmai statmn m Carsnra Cmr Nev ada, and _
WHE.RE AS adj acent to the private lands selected by !he ‘» 1rg1ma & Truckee Rallmad

Cﬁmmssmn for t_he temnnal. n C-arsun City, Nevada, are lands known as Assessor Parcel

- Numﬁer 8.-5.3'1'-.{}.3 'under:f_edérﬁl bﬁ'nership'and jurisdiction of the Bureau.of Land M&ﬂﬁgelﬁeﬁ_t,_f =

. dfid -j

Clh, Imerface Plan for recreatmn public parks, and public purpose &nd

‘WHERE ~\S Carson Cm' has, through a process entitled the Federal Lands BHE Map,

1dent1ﬂed thxs lzmd for pubhc purposes, public cultural facilitics, museums, and utitities, andj
Y‘u HERE &S Carson City and the Board of Supervisors recognize the adv antam&s and

synergv createﬂ hﬁ, pﬂtemzal location of the Chinese Workers Museum Eld_] acent to the futurf: SH :_ B

\ 1rg1n1a &, Truckee Railroad terminal site, and

'-WHERE %S Carson City and the State of Nevada are the .n'n*h' or'gaﬁiz&tions fhat' ma}-' :

requesz Rebreatmn Parks zmd Public Purposes land from the Bureau of Land Management,:

“JO“ "EHERE?‘{]RE be it resolved that the Carson City Board of Supfm isor's request

thre: use of apprﬂumatefv 80 acres of land throughout the Recreation, Parkﬂ & Public Purpases e

pmcess fmm the Bureau of Land Management towards the constriiction of the Chmem Workers
"»Iusmlm (}f America and appur{enant facilities, | |
 RESOLVEDthis __dayof 2007,

ﬂ HERE AS, thls land has been demmnated by the Bureau of Land Managf:mem Caraon R
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The Chinese Workers Museum of America -_

The Steering Committes Members

g k- Tﬁ#%g"' o | 3 Dr. Cheryl Lan, Chairporson
_ % @ % I =T w*g R - The Hanosable Gov, Kenay Guics |

The Herorzble Sen. Bill Baggio -
rs, Dhale Rageio

The Honorable Sen. Harry Reid -
Mrs, Elaine Wynn

Mission o . o
The Chinese Workers” Museum of America, located in the Capitol city of the State of
Nevada 1s a non-profit museum to honor the historical contributions of Chinese Workers
in the United States of America. In furtherance of its mission the Museum will:

& Depict how Chinese immigrants overcame the challenges of the
rugged environment of the westemn United States;

® Present artifacts and articles of cultural significance in historical -~
- perspective; n

»  Provide for and encourage the continuing study of 19" and 20™
century Chinese-American domestic and international relations; and

e Showcase international educational and culiural events to contribute to
. : greater American-Chinese understanding.
The ldea - o L e
- Recent excavations of archeological sites in Nevada, Eastern California, and adjacent -
- western states have yielded numerous artifacts associated with early Chinese immigrants -
“to the United States. Often related to railroad construction crews, mining encampmients,
- farming communities, medicine shops, and community centers, these remnants of
Chinese frontier life have been placed in temporary storage by the federal government
~agencies that discovered them. Unless other arrangements are made, these links with the -
. past will be placed in permanent government storage, out of sight and out of mind. '

~ Tn 2003, thesé facts came to the attention of Art Hannafin and Khan Tung, principles in
- the firm of Hannafin Design Associates, while they were researching how best to
- integrate the reconstruction of the historic Virginia & Truckee Railroad (V&T) into _
- future development planning for Carson City, the state capital of Nevada. Mr. Hannafin
“and Mr. Tung thought it was wasteful to discover artifacts relating to early Chinese fife in
Nevada only to rebury them in government storage when, if properly utilized, they could
- help dramatize the contributions of Chinese workers, initially during the frontier period in
the western United States, and continuing through to the present day.

“Formation of the Steering Committee - o
' The idea to tell the story of Chinese workers through a participatory mu’seum'emérged .
- -from discussions among Art Hannafin, Khan Tung and Dr. Cheryl Lau, a former Nevada -
- Secretary of State, who had also served as counsel to the Uniied




States House of Representatives. Their initial research revealed that despite historical
records maintained by specialized entities such as the Union Pacific Railroad, there were
only relatively small, locally focused Chinese- American museums in San Francisco, Los
Angeles, and New York. The United States lacked a mafional museum dedicated to the
achievements and challenges associated with Chinese mmunigrants

Creating a new museun preserts formidable obstacles that must be overcome. While
Nevada is the fastest growing state in the United States, its relatively low population
emphasis on citizen participation In civic issues, and the unigueness of a museum concept
to honor Chinese workers, allowed the recruitment of well-known Nevadans to serve on a
Steering Comnutice established initially to assess the museum concept.

Largely as the result of Dr. Lau’s efforts, the Steering Corumittee members are

s  Kenny C. Guinn, Governor, State of Nevada

» Harry Reid, senior United States Senator from Nevada and U mted States Sen&te
Minority Leader

e William J. Raggio, Nevada %iaie *‘ienaﬁm and Nevada Sf:nate Majurm Leader
= Dale Raggio, a dedicated leader of community civic projects

s Elaine Wynn, Director of Wynn Resorts and long-time commumix mmrabutor
and organizer

Steering Committee members 'un&mmﬁuaiv agreed thfu: the Chinese Workers™ Museum
not.only should be built, but that its construction was long overdue in light of the
important historical role played by Chinese workers in the earfy development of Nev ada.

The Chinese Workers” Museum of America was formally incorporated as a Nevada ‘Jon—
Profit Cnrpnratmn on October 18, 2004, L

A.ctw:tues of the‘ Plan'nmg Committee

With the concurrence of the Steering Commitiee, James Earl, a former Foreign Service
Officer and legal counsel to several international organizations, agreed to function as
museum Executive Director. He assisted the founders with the creation and operation of a
Planning Commitiee that would focus on basic issues relating to strategic planning and:
implementation. In addition to the founders, the Planning Committee includes
representatives from the local Carson City government and from the Nevada Higher
E{iucatmn community.

The Museum first came to the attention of the public'on MarcEa 23, 2006 when it assisted
the Virginia and Truckee Railroad Commission in a presentation to honor the Chinese
construction workers who built the original V&T. The original V&T was perhaps the
most profitable short haul raifroad in the world, In the several decades after its
construction, i carried silver equivalent to the entire weight of all its engines, rolling
stock, rails and ties out of the Comstock Lode in Virginia City through the Carson City
depot and on to connections with the Union Pacific Railroad. This mining bonanza
he!ped dcfra\ tte costs accumulated by the Union in the American Civil W ar. .




- The Museum arranged for the participation of Ambassador Peng Kevu, San Francisco
- Consul General of the People’s Republic of China, and Governor Kenny Guinn, a.
member of the Museum Steering Committee. The Museum received its first cash
donation Citibank at a dinner hosted by the V&T Railroad Association.

Becaise of the operation of tax Jaws within the United States, a key milestone was
reached when the museum was granted non-profit, tax-exempt status by the Internal
- Revenue Service. As a consequence, donors to the museumn, both individuals and
~“corporations, receive a tax deduction from their U.S. taxes for their museum
- contributions, Also, the museum is not required to pay income tax on thf: donations it
receives. :

The Plarmmg Cﬂmmtttee has formulated a strategic plan and taken initiaE steps towards
- its implementation. Key objectives of the plan are: .

[. . Raise not fess than $300,000 in seed money. .
Conduct one or more feasibility studies to Identm pmﬁmual 1r1iernatmnal N

C
- donor base and to define initial fund raising campaign.

3. Design and commence inilial international marketing program.
4. - Recruit inftial 12 Directors to serve on Museum Board.

Embark on initial fund raising activities for facility comtmctl{m
- collections, and endowment., _ o _
6. Establish initial working relationships with colleges and universities in

Mewvada, the United States, China, and other countries.

LA

7. Secure property for Museum construction. : SR

8. Tdentify and secure future access to relevant artifacts and collection
_ SOUECES. _ L

9. Refine space requirements, construction concepts, -

13, Recruit iminial statf and highly motivated volunteers

- Steps have been taken toward the accomplishment of these goals. Carson City has
-comumitted to secure land for the Musewm adjacent to the western terminal of the
- reéconstructed V&T Railroad. Specialists have provided estimates for the independent
- feasibility studies often required by corporate donors in the United States. The Museum is
‘in discussions in support of a sister cities program between Carson City and Taishan; its
impléementation is expected to create donor interest in northern Wevada sufficient to taise-
the initial seed money needed for further strategic plan implementation. s

The success of fund raising activities for construction, collections, and endowment will

- ultimately depend on corporate contributions from both sides of the Pacific Ocean, While
- success is not guaranteed, those of us associated with the C hinese Workers” Museum of |

- im&:raea are convinced the mission is one deserving ol atiéntion jnd supp(m
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